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“Daren’s determination to overcome the obstacles

aren Renna, 49, of Boston will receive the 2015
REN NA RECEIVES @USA Gymnastics Robert Miller Spirit of the
Flame Award at the 2015 USA Gymnastics Hall
of Fame Induction Ceremony at 11 a.m. on Aug. 14 at
the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis. Renna
was chosen in recognition of his perseverance and
overcoming obstacles, love of gymnastics and dedi-
cation to the sport.
he faces in life along with his commitment to still be
involved with gymnastics is what embodies the es-
sence of the Robert Miller Spirit of the Flame Award,”
said Karl Heger, a member of the USA Gymnastics
Athletes Council.
SPIRIT OF THE FLAME “Daren is a beacon of light in the gymnastics com-
munity; his love and passion for the sport is so
contagious that it makes me appreciate its beau-
ty that much more,” said Alicia Sacramone, who is
a member of the USA Gymnastics Athletes Council,
a 2008 Olympic team silver medalist and a native of
Winchester, Mass. “Daren was always the one judge
whose smile when he saluted you made you feel at

ease and a little less nervous. | hope he knows how
much of an inspiration he is to me and all of Region 6.”

| am extremely humbled and honored to receive
t lis restigious award,” said Renna. "When informed

is honor, | was deeply touched and sincerely
have been chosen.”

Renna began participating in gymnastics at
Massachusetts Gymnastics Center while he was
a student at Lexington, Mass., High School. In 1982,
he was a Class 1 gymnast with dreams of advancing
to the elite level when he sustained a spinal cord in-
'jury while performing an Arabian double front that
left Renna paralyzed from the neck down. In 1984 at
Brooks General Hospital in London, he became the
first human being to have omental transposition sur-
y, an experimental procedure at that time. The
ery allowed Renna to regain limited use of his

sit without restraints.

Although he could no longer participate in gymnas-
ics, Renna was determined to remain involved with
ymnastics. He sent a letter to USA Gymnastics
A87 that recounted the accident and his de-
continue to be involved in the sport.
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Printed iin the organi-
zation's magazine, the
letter generated a lot of
letters providing words
of encouragement and
support. Renna re-
turned to the sport
as a coach [Cape Cod
Gymnasties in Scituate,
Mass., and Gymnastics
and More in Woburn,
Mass.) and began
his journey toward
achieving his national
judging rating in 1997.
He has judged com-
petitions at the local
and collegiate level,
as well as the wom-
en's Level 9 Eastern

Championships and U.S.
Junior Olympic National
Championships.

Renna currently serves

the co-judging
director for the Mass-
achusettsChapterofthe
National Association of
Gymnastics  Judges.
He was also chosen as
a torchbearer for the
1996 Olympic Games
in Atlanta, Ga., and at-
tended the University
of Massachusetts —
Boston.
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Founded in 1987, the Robert Miller
Spirit of the Flame Award recogniz-
es athletes and individuals in the
gymnastics world who demonstrate

leadership, strength and determina-
tion in an extraordinary way. In 2011,
the award was renamed after Staff
Sergeant Robert Miller, who received
the Medal of Honor after saving fel-
low soldiers during a 2008 ambush
in Afghanistan. For more information
on the award and to purchase tickets,
visit legacy.usagym.org.
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Proud to fly Team USA for 35 years.
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